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M.Sc. ISMER 
(UQAR)-Biological 
Oceanography-
Canada-2011

• Master excellence scholarship- 37 000$CAD (2 years), National 
Government of Tunisia

• Master scholarship-9 000$CAD (1 year), RAQ
• Conference scholarship, 500$CAD, RAQ

1- Graduated within 2 years
2- Decided to start a PhD (there were no immediate funding or project 
for me)
3- My first national conference in Ottawa (Canadian Society of 
Zoologists)
4- I was more and more adapted to winter and culture 
5- I went backpacking in South East Asia before starting the PhD…I 
needed a big vacation
6- We started NEMO 

Education: How I started at ISMER and how RAQ played a 
role in my career



Education: How I started at ISMER and how RAQ played a 
role in my career

• PhD excellence scholarship- 37 000$CAD (3 years), National Government of 
Tunisia

• PhD excellence scholarship- $54 000CAD (3 years)- CRSNG and FQRNT 
• Scholarship Foncer, 10 500$CAD, RAQ (I was also a representative)
• Endless Support from RAQ and UQAR to go to national and international 

conferences
• Endless Support from RAQ to intern in national and international labs

1- I made it , obviously LOL…
2- I Learned: This was the most turning point of my carreer: I was so frustrated first (Did not have a 
project/Did not have funds for a project/Did not know what I wanted to work on)
3-Made a project : open mind, future potential, opportunity, communication, and great lab mates, 
etc.
4- Traveled (thanks to RAQ): Canary islands, Newfoundland, Norway, England, France. Etc. 
5- Established a good network with stakeholders, and other academic institutions
6- Lived the most stressful time of my carreer (at the time), the thesis defense
7- Traveled for my honeymoon (1 year later)..Now I am free I thought 
*I met my husband too 

Ph.D. ISMER 
(UQAR)-Biological 
Oceanography 
Canada-Dec 2015



Now… I have to work to earn money 

Postdoctoral fellow: 
UQAR-U Laval

2016-2017
Postdoctoral fellow:

HBOI-FAU         
2017-2019    

Assistant Professor:
HBOI-FAU         

2019-
present    

• Was not easy: I had to develop a 
project

• Ask for money (MITACS 
Scholarship/ Scholarship, Fonds
d’Amorçage de Partenariat (FAP) 
UQAR-Merinov. $ 9,000 (1yr.) )

• Spent almost 6 months at Grand 
Remous….AMAZING

• Developed a Great project with
Laval, and Pêche sportive du 
Réservoir de Baskatong

• A good friend sent me an add for a position in 
Florida

• Hell I applied…After all it is Florida, endless
sunshine..How bad could it be

• I got slected for an interview..Did great (at the 
time I thought it went horrible)

• Got the position and I found out I was
pregnant…PANICK

• Got offered a position at Merinov
• Long story short: We moved to Florida

• I applied for the position
• Got selected for an interview 
(this is my third attempt at a 
faculty position)
• Got the job, I was camping 

when I heard 



Choices and Failure
M.Sc. ISMER 
(UQAR)-Biological 
Oceanography-
Canada-2011

• Failed my first Geology exam (30% I still remember….. I know…)
• Brought my overall credit down 
• Went and talked to André to figure out a solution

Ph.D. ISMER 
(UQAR)-Biological 
Oceanography 
Canada-Dec 2015

• Remember my 30% at the geology exam….
• Well, That impacted my eligibility to apply for CRSNG-FRQNT scholarship….
• I did not just accept that fact…I learned critical thinking, and I have to find 

a solution
• My first summer field work FAILED..I was devastated. 
• Again, I found a solution
• During my Thesis rehearsal…Well that did not go very well..Someone told 

me if by now (2 days before my defense) can’t communicate my results 
clearly then don’t expect much .. I was not that good at presenting 
anyway

• I did get my PhD with distinction



Choices and Failure
• My fish died the first week of the 

experiment 
• You have to understand, the whole 

funding and the project depended 
on the success of the field work

• Had to make the choice to turn 
down a position at MERINOV

• Pregnant, new lab, new environment, no 
maternity leave, I am a woman, I am a 
minority, Health care, Trump, and … I HAVE 
TO WORK AS TWICE HARDER AS ANYONE..

• By the end, I applied for a faculty position 
(HBOI-FAU)..DID NOT GET IT, ENDED 2ND

• I APLLIED FOR ANOTHER POSITION AT 
GEORGIA TECH..GOT SLECTED, BUT NO 
INTERVIEW

• APPLIED FOR A FACULTY POSITION AT 
ISMER, ENDED 2ND

• THIS TIME, I GOT IT 
• MY FIRST YEAR, SUBMITTED 3 

PROPOSALS, NONE OF THEM 
WAS FUNDED

• THIS YEAR, I GOT 2 OUT OF 3 
THAT WERE FUNDED AND MORE 
COMING

• I AM GOING TO KEEP FAILING..I 
HAVE TO KEEP REMEBERING 
THAT’S HOW WE SUCCEED.

Postdoctoral fellow: 
UQAR-U Laval

2016-2017
Postdoctoral fellow:

HBOI-FAU         
2017-2019    

Assistant Professor:
HBOI-FAU         

2019-
present    



Opportunities, Perspective, and Balance
• It takes all of the above: right timing, right move, when you get that deep feeling that it is yours and 

no one can stop you
• Accept the carreer choices you make (I don’t mean be measurable and just accept it NO NO)
• It takes a PARTNER that gets it

Internship program
https://www.fau.edu/hboi/education/internship.php

Aquaculture without Frontiers – USA (Martin Riche)
http://www.aquaculturewithoutfrontiers.org/

https://www.fau.edu/hboi/education/internship.php
https://www.fau.edu/hboi/education/internship.php
http://www.aquaculturewithoutfrontiers.org/


My Lab

https://saharmejri.weebly.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/pro
file/Sahar_Mejri

• I will have money (90% sure ) 
to support two master students.

• If my research inspires you, reach 
out!!!

Cameron Luck  (HBOI-
FAU): Supervisors: 
Dr. Sahar Mejri
Dr. Matthew Ajemian

William Halstead 
(HBOI-FAU)
Supervisors: 
Dr. Paul Wills
Dr. Sahar Mejri

Ashley Yarbrough
(MSc, Florida Institute of 
Technology)
Supervisors: 
Jon Shenker (FIT)
Sahar Mejri (HBOI-FAU)

New students –Fall 2021
-Li Sun (Alyson) Chin
-Noah Kolander

Lab coordinator: 
Victoria Uribe
(vuribe2017@fau.edu)

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute- Florida Atlantic University

My office 

https://saharmejri.weebly.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sahar_Mejri


Merci…

smejri@fau.edu
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